Membrane cholesterol, protein phosphorylation, and lipid rafts.
The functions of cholesterol and membrane microdomains in transmembrane signaling remain controversial. Edidin discusses the questions surrounding lipid rafts, membrane microdomains that have been biochemically defined but are difficult to visualize in vivo. He also discusses whether experiments showing correlation of changes in plasma membrane cholesterol with differentiation and the formation of adherens junctions in endothelial cells are consistent with a model in which lipid rafts influence the regulation of these processes.